
What to Know and How to Know It  



The Obligatory Self Promotion 
Jeff Boone –  

President, NorthStar Comfort Services, Inc. (Wichita, KS) 

Writer & Host, Homeowner’s Handbook (KPTS, Wichita) 

Past President, Blow-in-Blanket Contractor’s Association 

(2007) 

Guest Lecturer, Wichita State University (2010-Present) 

Assistant High School Football Coach 

Wife, 2 Kids, 2 Dogs, 1 Cat, 1 Frog 

Etc., etc. 

 



Also, acceptable –  What or where’s 
BIBCA? 







MAY, 2013 



BIBCA members and Blow In Blanket Systems will be recognized as the best by 
industry professionals and consumers. 













HPIP Executive Officer 
Contact person for questions about HPIP 

 Kristin Bennett 

 605-949-2427 

 kristin@hpipros.org 

 





BIBS® 

Blow-In-Blanket® System and BIBS® 
are registered trademarks of  

Blow-In-Blanket, LLC 

 



HP Systems Solve Batt Issues 
 Blown into the wall at correct density 

 Fills every gap & space 

 Consistent, uniform R-Value 

 Gets around wires, boxes, and pipes 



HP Systems Advantages 
Properly installed: 

• Eliminates voids and gaps 

• Does not settle 

• Reduces air infiltration 

• Provides high R-values 



Perfect Fit! 
Up to 60% of stud spaces are non-standard! 

• Greater than or less than 16”  
or 24” on-center 

• Wires, pipes, electrical boxes  
in cavities 

• Curves, angles, unusual spaces 



Fits any Configuration 
Excellent, custom fit for: 

• Standard framed walls 

• Vaulted ceilings 

• Custom windows 

• Arches and other curved spaces 

• Crawl spaces and cavities 



Spacing the Staples 

0 

1 

Horizontal or 
slightly angled 

1” apart 



Blowing 

Fill in 
behind and 

under  
obstructions 

Move nozzle 
back and forth 

Withdraw slowly 



Goal 

No voids or “light fill” areas 

Uniform appearance 

Not too much bulge 

No lumps or “rats” 



R-Values: HP Systems vs Batts 

Construction HP Batts 

2x4 (3 ½”) R-15 R-11 

2x6 (5 ½”) R-23 (24)* R-19 (17.4) 

2x8 (7 ¼”) R-30 R-19 

2x10 (9 ¼”) R-38 R-25 

2x12 (11 ¼”) R-47 R-30 

*references Knauf MAX fiber to achieve R-25 in Canada, not available in the USA. 



Thermal Testing 

R-Value Bag Weight 

Requirements 



This product is manufactured in the field 

Trained Certified Installers 

• Net Stapled properly to hold fiberglass 
blow 

• Fiberglass installed at correct densities 

• Use of tested fiberglass with that brand of 
netting 



Ask about Density! A certified installer will know what you’re 
asking.  If not, you may have a problem. 

1.5 lb 2.0 lb 2.8 lb 

Density = Weight per given volume 

BIBS® must be installed to a target density! 



Density Measurements 
Regular measurements  
are critical! 

• After first 3 – 4 stud cavities 

• Every 800 – 1,200 square feet after that 

• Cubic Foot Test (Cavity Test) is  
the approved method of verifying density: 

• Use BIBS® Density Kit 

• Available through BIBCA, www.bibca.org 

• Document the results! 



Cubic Foot Test 
1. Remove 1 cubic foot 

sample 

• Standard width cavity 

• Measure the length,  
using table 

2. Weigh the sample 

3. Compare with target 

• Printed on every bag  
of fiber 



Measure 1 Cubic Foot 

Remember: 34” and 21 ½” 

34” 
2 x 4 

16” O.C. 

21½” 
2 x 6 

16” O.C. 

Measure carefully and get all the fiber! 



Measurement Table 

Wall Cavity Thickness Remove this Length 

Stud size 
Cavity 
depth 

16” O.C. 24” O.C. 

2x4 3 ½” 34” 22” 

2x6 5 ½” 21 ½” 14” 

2x8 7 ¾” 16 ½” 10 ½” 

2x10 9 ¼” 13” 8 ½” 



Weigh the Sample 
Target density: 

• About 2 pounds per cubic foot 

• Depends on type  
of fiber 

• Check fiber bag for target density 



What’s the R-Value? 
• About 4.2  

R-Value per inch 

• R-values listed on fiber bag along with 
target density 

4.2 R-value Per Inch 

1” 



Document the Densities! 
FTC Rule 460 (US) 
and 
16 CFR Part 460 (Canada) 

BIBS® is an on-site 
manufacturing process, and 
YOU are the manufacturer! 

Your company and the 
builder could be 

subject to a $10,000 
fine for incorrectly-

installed HP Insulation 



Training and Certification 
Initial training 

• Classroom and hands-on training 

• Written test 

Maintenance training  
(every 3 years) 

• Online modules 

• Online test 

Hands-on training  
(every 6 years) 



What Do We Certify For? 

- Density - Blowing Time 

- Feed Rate - Static 

- Visual Dust - Respirable Dust 

- Machine Performance - Machine Settings 

- Hose Type - Customer Input 



Outstanding People 
Trained and certified installers 



QUESTIONS? 
 


