Amendment: Combustion Appliance Testing Standards Removal

Proponent:
Brett Dillon, Chair Standards Development Committee

Applies to:
2006 Mortgage Industry National Home Energy Rating Systems Standards, Section 805,
807-808, Section 204.1.5.2.8, Section 204.1.6.2.9, 206.1.36.1,

Proposed Amendment:

805 Werk-Secope-and-Combustion Safety Procedures
805.1 These protocols contained in ANSI/ACCA 12 QH, Appendix A Sections A4 (Carbon

Monoxide Test) and A5 (Depressurization Test for the Combustion Appliance Zone (CAZ))
shall be followed by RESNET-accredited Raters and Auditors (hereinafter referred to

collectively as “Auditors”) performing combustion appliance testing-erwritirg-work
scopes for repairs.
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805.4- 2 Prior to conducting any test that affects the operating pressures in the home, the
Auditor shall inquire whether a person that has environmental sensitivities (asthma,
allergies, chemical sensitivity, etc.) is present in the home. If such a person is present,
the Auditor shall not perform such tests without written disclosure from the affected

party (or responsible adult). The written disclosure shall state (at a minimum) that “during
the period of testing, some amount of dust, particles, or soil gases already present in the
home may become airborne.” Without a signed disclosure, the Auditor shall either

reschedule the test for a time when they will not be present, or ask them to leave the
home during the testing process. The Auditor shall also inquire as to the presence of
pets that may potentially be affected by testing procedures.

806 Gas Leakage Test

806.1 If there is a noticeable odor indicating gas buildup within the home, the occupants
and Auditor shall leave the house and the appropriate authorities and utility providers
shall be notified from outside the home.

806.2 The Auditor should use a gas detector upon entry into the home to detect the
presence of natural gas. If gas is suspected or confirmed, ensure that switches are not



operated while exiting and no ignition concerns are present. The audit shall not proceed
until the proper authorities have deemed it safe to re-enter the home. If there is no
noticeable odor indicating gas buildup within the home, the Auditor shall determine if
there are gas leaks in the fittings and connections of natural gas appliances within the
home and natural gas/liquid propane supply lines following these protocols.

806.3 Inspect all fittings and joints in supply lines and appliance connectors and confirm
suspected leaks with leak-detection fluid. Identify for repair or replacement any kinked,
corroded or visibly worn flexible gas lines and any flexible connectors manufactured
prior to 1974.

806.4 Equipment needed

» Combustible gas detector capable of measuring 20 ppm

 Leak detection fluid (non-corrosive)

807 Werst Case DepressurizationTFest










204.1.5.2.8 & 3 .
Perform CAZ, spillage, and CO testing in accordance Wlth Carbon MonOX|de (CO) Test and
Woerst-Case-Depressurization-and-Cembustion-ApphanceTesting Test for the Combustion
Appliance Zone (CAZ) protocols contained in-Chapter8:- ANSI/ACCA 12 QH, Appendix A,
Sections A4 and AS.

204.1.6.2.9 Perform CAZ, spillage, and CO testing in accordance with Carbon Monoxide (CO)
Test and Werst-Case-Depressurization-and-Combustion-Appliance-Testing Test for the
Combustion Appliance Zone (CAZ) protocols contained in Shapter8:- ANSI/ACCA 12 QH,
Appendix A, Sections A4 and AS.

206.1.36.1 Perform werst-case-CAZ depressurization, spillage, and CO testing.
ADDENDUM 2

Keep Section 806 (Gas Leakage Testing).

Strike Sections 807-808 (CO testing and CAZ Depressurization Testing).

Background/Rationale:
| am concerned that continuing down this path of developing and improving CAZ
standards has put us in a no-win situation. From a strategic perspective, this particular

field has many competitive players, “standards”, and protocols; CAZ testing is not a

minimum rated feature of the home and has no impact on the HERS Index; | feel we are
competing in an arena in which we cannot possibly win- no matter what we do, we are
excoriated on all fronts by the many organizations who are powerful and have competing
interests. This has proven to be a serious drain on our resources, both from staff and
volunteers.

| think we should stop and ask why we are engaged in this, especially since ANSI/ACCA
12 QH, Appendix A already has a CO testing and CAZ depressurization test protocol. It is
never too late to admit we may have made a mistake in heading down this path and
extricate ourselves from this particular political nightmare. Simply pointing to the
existing ANSI/ACCA Standard should be sufficient and still satisfy the need in the
marketplace for our Raters. Appendix A of that ANSI/ACCA is part of the standard and
compliance with it is required to conform.

We should direct the Standards Development Committee to supply ACCA with Sections
807 and 808 of Addendum 2 as a proposed amendment to their ANSI Standard protocols
for CO Testing and Depressurization Test of the Combustion Appliance Zone. That
document, together with the proposal from the CAZ Working Group comprised of ACCA,
American Gas Association, and other stakeholders, would provide ACCA with input into
their ANSI Standard and strengthen the existing standard.

We should continue to require the CAZ and Work Scope academic exam and the CAZ
simulator exam for certification for all Rating Field Inspectors, Raters, Trainers, and
Quality Assurance Designees (amendment for latter has been proposed). | believe the
Interplay ResCAZ simulator aligns very well with the ANSI/ACCA Standard 12 QH
protocols.



Continuing to develop and improve CAZ standards, particularly when there is a
competing ANSI Standard from an industry partner, will do more long-term harm than
good and contribute to greater confusion in the marketplace.



