
 

 

 

 

What Code Officials need to know about the Energy Rating Index Option (R406)  

When an Energy Rating Index (ERI) is used to demonstrate compliance with the energy code using 

Section R406, there are a few items to look for. 

1. Is the ERI less than the max allowed in Table R406.5 for the Climate Zone? 

2. What software is being used and is it “approved’? 

3. Who is the “approved” third party verifying compliance? 

4. For 2024 IECC and newer editions: 

a. For multifamily buildings, have the common areas met the prescriptive requirements? 

b. For multifamily buildings, is the weighted average of the dwelling unit ERI’s less than 

the max allowed? 

How to find Approved Software Rating tools 

Section R406.7.1 requires that software tools used for determining the ERI “shall be approved 

software rating tools as defined by ANSI/RESNET/ICC 301”. To confirm the software tool listed in 

documents submitted for permit application or certificates of occupancy is ‘approved’, visit 

https://www.resnet.us/providers/accredited-providers/hers-software-tools/. These software have been 

accredited by RESNET to calculate an ERI.  

How to ‘approve’ a third-party? 

Section R406.6 requires that verification is completed by an approved third party.  

Appropriate third-parties meet the qualifications described in ANSI/RESNET/ICC 301 for “approved 

inspectors”, “approved testers”, and/or “certified raters”. This requires that they have been approved 

or certified by an “approved rating provider” and are subject to “quality assurance”.  

Approved Inspectors: An individual who, by virtue of training and examination, 

has demonstrated competence in the performance of on-site inspections in 

accordance with the requirements of Appendices A and B and who has been approved by 

an approved rating provider to conduct such tests. 

Approved Testers: An individual who, by virtue of training and examination, 

has demonstrated competence in the performance of onsite testing in 

accordance with the requirements of ANSI/RESNET/ICC 380 and who has been approved by 

an approved rating provider to conduct such tests. 

Certified Raters: An individual who has become qualified to conduct energy ratings through 

certification by an approved rating provider. 

https://www.resnet.us/providers/accredited-providers/hers-software-tools/


 

 

 

 

Approved Rating Provider: An approved entity responsible for the approval 

of approved testers and approved inspectors and the certification of raters working 

under its auspices and who is responsible for the quality assurance of such certified raters and 

for the quality assurance of energy ratings produced by such certified raters. 

Quality Assurance: The systematic processes intended to ensure reliable compliance with 

applicable standards. 

Individuals ‘approved’ for performing energy ratings in accordance with ANSI/RESNET/ICC 301 can 

be found at https://www.hersindex.com/rater-verification/   

A “Certified Rater” is certified to conduct inspections, testing, and to complete the energy modeling 

required to calculate an ERI. In contrast, an “Approved Inspector” or “Approved Tester”, is only 

approved for inspections or testing, but not the modeling component. A “Certified Rater” is needed to 

verify compliance with R406, but the inspections for the rated home may be performed by an 

“Approved Inspector” and the air leakage and ventilation airflow tests may be performed by an 

“Approved Tester”. 

To confirm if the third-party has been approved by an ‘approved rating provider’ and is in good 

standing with respect to quality assurance requirements, visit this page of approved Rating Providers: 

https://www.resnet.us/providers/accredited-providers/accredited-rating-providers/  
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