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OUR 
PRESENTERS

STEVE BADEN
RESNET’s Executive Director

Steve Baden has worked in the 
residential energy efficiency field for 
over twenty five years, including 
eighteen years with home energy 
ratings and energy mortgages on 
both the state and national levels, and 
ten years administering a state 
energy office. 

CARL CHIDLOW
RESNET’s Washington 
Representative

Carl is a principal at Winning 
Strategies Washington (WSW), a mid-
sized, bi-partisan lobbying firm.

Carl has over two decades of political 
experience working on Federal 
campaigns at the Senate and 
Presidential levels.
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FIRST AMENDMENT

Congress shall make no law respecting 
an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of 
the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition 
the Government for a redress of 
grievances.
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WHY ADVOCATE FOR 
HERS INDUSTRY AND 
RESNET?
Your role in helping our industry



“

“It is important 
for policymakers to 
understand the impact 
your work has on their 
constituents, the local 
economy, and the 
environment.”
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Place your screenshot here
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Online Toolkit

RESNET has created a 
toolkit to help 
facilitate meetings 
between you and your 
local representative.

http://www.resnet.us/blog/resnet-2019-advocacy-tool-kit/
http://www.resnet.us/blog/resnet-2019-advocacy-tool-kit/


7LOCATE AND SEND MEETING REQUEST
◎ Click on THIS LINK to locate your representative
◎ When you find your local office, send a meeting request
◎ Use e-mail template for convenience (next slide)

•	https:/www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative
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INTRODUCE YOURSELF AND YOUR COMPANY
◎ What service does your company provide and why is it important?
◎ How many employees do you have?
◎ Do you provide any support to local/state governments on energy 

improvements?
◎ How many homes did you service in 2018?
◎ Do you work with the local utilities?
◎ Estimate your economic impact – purchase of raw materials, 

salaries, sales, etc.
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THE ASK
◎ You would like the Congressman/women to support a Federal 

incentive that encouraged builders to build high energy 
performance homes homeowners to make energy efficiency 
improvements to their residence.

◎ Home builders will be more willing to build high efficient homes 
and home owners are most likely to make improvements either 
during the purchase or sale of the property. That would be an ideal 
time to create a tax credit or other incentive for efficiency 
improvements.



11EXPLAIN THE BENEFITS
◎ The costs of residential energy use impacts every voter in the 

district.
◎ Making homes energy efficient will mean more disposable income 

for consumers to spend on local goods.
◎ Energy efficient homes benefit local utilities.
◎ All jobs created are US jobs, using American made materials.
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BEFORE YOU LEAVE
◎ Invite the Member of Congress to by your offices or visit you on a 

future job site so they can see the value of your work in person.
◎ Offer yourself and RESENT as a resource to the Member of 

Congress and his or her staff should they have any questions about 
residential energy efficiency.

◎ Thank them for their time and make sure to get the staffer’s 
business card so you can follow up.



13LAST STEPS
◎ Send a thank you email.
◎ Keep us posted
◎ Email action@resnet.us with the date of your visit, the name of the 

staff member you sat down with, and a rough summary of how the 
meeting went

mailto:action@resnet.us


Toolkit 
Summary
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FOLLOW UP

Follow up and 
thank your 
representative and 
let RESNET 
know how your 
meeting went.

FIND

Locate your 
representative and 
his/her office and 
schedule an in-
person meeting.

MEET

Introduce 
yourself and be 
clear on what 
your ask will be: 
to support a 
Federal incentive 
that benefits the 
high performance 
home industry.



RESNET Proposed Initiatives
◎ Enactment of a Performance Based Incentive 

for Homeowners to Significantly Improve the 
Energy Performance of Existing Homes

◎ Enactment of a Performance Based Incentive 
for Homeowners to Significantly Improve the 
Energy Performance of Existing Homes

◎ Establish Additional Transparency for Federally 
(GME) Mortgages -allowing Consumers to 
calculate potential Energy Costs of future 
Home Purchases.

◎ Pass The Sensible According to Value Energy 
(SAVE) Act for the Consideration of Energy 

Savings in the Mortgage Loan.
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Q&A


