COMMENT 10

[bookmark: _Toc895697399][bookmark: _Toc1658154082]10.5 Limitations of This Methodology (Informative)
This Standard calculates the embodied carbon of building products for assessed dwelling units for life cycle modules A1-A3 + A5.3. This standard does not provide guidance for calculating embodied carbon emissions from other life cycle modules and interpretations of the results achieved using this Standard must be understood in this context.
Emissions from modules A1-A3 + A5.3 for building products typically represent the largest proportion of total life cycle emissions, enabling this Standard to calculate and report on these substantially impactful life cycle modules. 
Including only life cycle modules A1-A3 results in reporting of carbon storage in products that will, to some degree, be emitted back to the atmosphere at the end of the product’s life cycle. Without the inclusion of B and C modules, no estimates regarding the timing or extent of these emissions are included in this Standard. By requiring reporting of stored carbon as a distinct A1-A3 result, the Standard enables users to transparently identify and quantify stored carbon at the product and building level in a simple and idealistic manner that may overstate the durability and actual life cycle value of , but the Standard does not attempt to ascribe any value to this stored carbon. The source of the stored carbon and the duration for which the carbon is stored in the product will have important ramifications for any valuation of the carbon storage and it is not within the scope of this Standard to provide this type of guidance.
Modules A4 (emissions from transportation of products to the construction site) and A5 (emissions from construction activities) are important contributors to the embodied carbon of an assessed dwelling unit. These have not been included in this standard (with the exception of A5.3) due to the inherent difficulty in trying to estimate these emissions for a large and geographically diverse industry like homebuilding which features complex supply chains and widely differing site conditions.
Reports generated using this Standard make it clear that only life cycle modules A1-A3 + A5.3 have been considered. This should be communicated clearly in any reporting extending from this Standard.

REASON:  This standard absolutely ascribes value to stored carbon as it affects the net embodied carbon assessment for a building and its products.  Furthermore, it does so in a simplified and idealistic manner that excludes end-of-life or other causes of potential pre-mature releases of stored carbon.  The proposed revision attempts to transparently and accurately describe the standard’s treatment of stored carbon and related implications.

